UNITED
NEIGHBORHOODS

‘ NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL

United Neighborhoods of the Historic
Arlington Heights, West Adams,

and Jefferson Park Communities
Neighborhood Council

April 5, 2024

Heather Hutt

Councilmember, Council District 10
City Hall, 200 N. Spring St, Room 420
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Vincent Bertoni

Director, Los Angeles City Department of Planning
Executive Office, 200 N. Spring Street, Suite 525
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Case No. ADM-2024-174-DB-VHCA-ED1, 2075 West Jefferson Blvd.
Councilmember Hutt and Director Bertoni:

UNNC is writing this letter to express our support for a letter written by Jefferson Park United (dated
February 19, 2024) stating the community’s opposition to a proposed project at 2075 West Jefferson
Blvd. in Jefferson Park, within the UNNC boundaries.

At our regularly scheduled Governing Board meeting on March 7, 2024, UNNC voted (12 yes, one no,
one recused; six absent) to approve a motion to support the Jefferson Park United letter, which was
previously distributed to the City Council and to the Planning Department.

UNNC’s action to support the Jefferson Park United letter is based on the following summary of the
discussion and statements made at our March 7 Governing Board meeting:

We believe that community members of Jefferson Park and that all Angelenos should have access to high
quality housing. We support quality housing for everyone, not the warehousing of people. This project
should be planned and constructed in a responsible fashion that demonstrates respect for the intended
residents and the neighbors, resulting in improved quality of life for everyone.

This goal can be achieved by ensuring the proposal for 2075 West Jefferson Blvd. complies with the State
and local laws, undergoes appropriate reviews, and adheres to the Jefferson Park HPOZ plan.

UNNC has a strong history of supporting affordable housing proposals within and adjacent to our
footprint. We have voted to approve literally thousands of affordable units. To reiterate, we are totally in
favor of affordable housing. We support it, but it should be quality housing and not warehousing of
people.
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Furthermore, this project developer is currently claiming unlimited waivers and unlimited density for the
project. We do not believe, first of all, that they're entitled to unlimited waivers and unlimited density.
And we do believe that it is in violation of the Mayor's Executive Directive Number One (ED1), which
calls out specific plans, such as the South Los Angeles CPIO, and the Jefferson Park HPOZ, another kind
of specific plan under state law. ED1 requires such projects within a specific plan to go through the
regular review process, not a streamlined ministerial process.

From the project description, we learned that there will be 15 studio units that are approximately 280
square feet; 81 bedroom units that are approximately 370 to 410 square feet; and 5 units at around 500
square feet. On the plans, it appears that many or most of the units do not even have closets. Such small
apartments are not conducive to healthy living.

In addition, the project plans show little to no open space; avoidance of the transitional height
requirements of the CPIO; request waivers of tree-planting requirements; non-compliance with the
objective design standards of both the CPIO and the HPOZ; and therefore clearly no regard for the impact
this kind of project would have on its neighbors and its occupants.

The project is environmentally unsound, and should not have all environmental considerations waived.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Laura Meyers

UNNC Vice President, and Planning & Zoning Committee Co-Chair
Direct: laura.meyers@unnc.org, 323-868-0854

CC:

Hakeem Parke-Davis, Deputy for Planning and Economic Development, CD 10

Kimani Black, Chief of Staff, CD10

Andrew Westall, Chief Deputy, CD10

Ken Bernstein, Principal City Planner, Planning Department

Paula Southern, President, United Neighborhoods Neighborhood Council

John Arnold, Co-Chair Planning and Zoning Committee, United Neighborhoods Neighborhood Council
Steven Peckman, Jefferson Park United
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