
Governing Board Meeting Minutes
July 6, 2023

1) Welcome/ call to order/ approval of agenda/ roll call
Paula Southern called the meeting to order at 7:05PM and called the roll.
Members present:

Jazmine Johnson
Dolores Spears
Raheem Dawson
Candice Jackson
Laura Meyers
Sho’ King
Edward Saunders
Sarah Longhenry
Paula Southern
Grace Yoo
Dennis Leski
Kareene Alprecht
Theresa Maysonet
Michael Kimbrough
Diana Cooper
Christopher Weed
John Arnold
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2) Swearing in of the Board by Councilwoman Heather Hutt
Dolores introduced Councilwoman Hutt and Eric Aguiar, and Councilwoman Hutt
swore in the Governing Board.

3) Approval of the agenda
Theresa moved to approve the agenda, and Dolores seconded; the motion passed.

4) Public comments
A. Brittney Lu - Redeemer Community Partnership - public hearing re: Murphy Drill Site:

extension has postponed it until the fall, no longer on August 15
B. John Arnold - stepping down from board, planning to stay on as co-chair of Planning &

Zoning Committee
C. Dennis Leski - SLO of Harvard Heights hosting a town hall at St. Sophia
D. David Saffer - multiple events held in Jefferson Park without notification to residents,

affected parking – requests notification similar to filming notice
E. Sandra Paul - same comment as David re: New Orleans Corridor event
F. Sandra Pruitta - same concerns as David and Sandra Paul

5) Election of Executive Committee/Board Officers
A. President - Laura nominated Paula, and John seconded; the motion passed.
B. Vice-President - Paula nominated Laura, and Dennis seconded; the motion passed.
C. Secretary - Paula nominated Sarah, and Grace seconded; the motion passed.
D. Treasurer - Candice nominated herself, and Grace seconded; the motion passed.
E. Signatory - Theresa nominated herself, and Grace seconded; the motion passed.

6) Government agencies’ reports and comments
A. LAFD - Art Tarango, Batallion Chief, Battalion 18, and Mitchell

1. Smoke detectors work - mysafela.org
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2. Rubbish fires in the area - call 9-1-1 if you see anything
3. Fireworks are illegal - call 9-1-1 if you see anything
4. Will get information to UNNC in future re: Murphy Drill Site
5. Call 9-1-1 if you/someone you are with is choking; you will need to provide an address

(comes up automatically when calling from a landline, can often be tracked if you
are calling from a smartphone) and phone number and explain the situation

B. CD-10 - Eric Aguiar
1. Call CD-10 re: rubbish coming out of private yard
2. Alleys with green gates belong to residents, and open alleys belong to the city of LA;

however, if you have issues in an alley with green gates, contact Eric Aguiar at CD-10.
3. New Orleans Corridor event - unfortunate mishap regarding communication to

neighbors, taking full responsibility and apologizing on behalf of Councilwoman Hutt
4. July 15 - Black Lives Matter 10th anniversary in Leimert Park
5. July 15 - Pride event at Rancho La Cienega
6. Movies in the Park

7/21: Benny Potter Park
7/28: Reynier Park
8/18: Queen Anne Park
9/8: Genesee Park

7. Summer lunch program: June 13-August 4 at Queen Anne, Loren Miller, and Vineyard
Parks

C. DONE - Vanessa Serrano, Interim General Manager

D. New DONE NEA, Alfonso Manzo (alfonso.manzo@lacity.org)
Congress of Neighborhoods at City Hall - September 23 - full day of workshops on various

topics
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7) Guest Presentations
A. Community Veterans Justice Project (www.cvjp.org) - Andre Andrews – TABLED
B. Rehab/reuse of Kokusai Theatre, Case No. ZA-2023-1767-CUB-CUX,

3020 S. Crenshaw Blvd.
John moved to submit the letter, and Dennis seconded. The motion failed.

John moved to amend the letter as written below, which includes additional verbiage
regarding affordability, and Edward seconded; the motion passed.

UNNC supports the adaptive reuse of the former theater into an events center/banquet
hall, which requires conditional use permits for alcohol and dancing.
Additionally, we are pleased with the historic preservation aspects as presented
(including the restoration of the marquee and Kokusai sign, retention of the rock garden,
new plaque, preserving the projector, retaining the showcases and utilizing them for
historical displays; and other character features, as discussed.

The UNNC Planning and Zoning Committee also strongly recommends that the UNNC
Governing Board requests enhancement of the tree canopy on site and that the project
includes interpretive elements of the Japanese history of the site, as well as the
African-American history of the site and ensure affordability for the local community, as
discussed.

Any approval is contingent that the project will be substantially compliant to what was
presented here tonight.

8) UNNC Vacant At-Large Representative Governing Board Seat
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Paula moved to re-appoint Diana Cooper to Region 5 Rep, Seat 1, and Sarah seconded; the
motion passed.

9) Treasurer Update
A. 2023/2024 budget review
B. Budget adjustments as required
C. Paula moved to approve the May MER, and John seconded; the motion passed.

10) Funding Requests
A. Amazing Grace Conservatory (AGC) Community Open House - Jackie Honore-Elam

September 9, 2023: Request for support for this event. Lessons will be given,
history will be discussed/displayed, health screenings will be offered – mental health,
colon cancer. Location corner of Washington and Wilton. AGC requested that UNNC
provide $5,000. UNNC Executive Committee approved $1,000.
Paula moved to approve request for $1000, and Michael seconded; the motion passed.

B. West Adams Jazz & Musical Festival - Theresa Maysonet - Labor Day Weekend
Music, Food, Community Gathering. Location – 6th Ave and 25th St. We will have a booth
for Outreach. Sponsor/Vendor request of $3200. UNNC Executive Committee approved
$1,500.
Paula moved to approve request for $1500, and Michael seconded; the motion passed.

C. Administrative adjustment, Region 6 branding postcards project - Raheem Dawson
Raheem moved to spend up to $500 for printing, and Dennis seconded; the motion
passed.

11) Committee Reports
A. Planning and Zoning Committee
B. Public Safety / Emergency Preparedness Committee
C. Outreach Committee
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D. Communications Committee

12) Executive Committee Business
A. President’s report - Paula Southern

UNNC Handbook status

B. Secretary’s report - Sarah Longhenry
Theresa moved to approve the Governing Board (06/01/23) minutes, and Paula
seconded; the motion passed.

C. Vice-President’s report - Paula Southern
1. Training report
2. Attendance status and review

Paula adjourned the meeting at 9:40PM.
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