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December 6, 2025

Alexander Truong, City Planner

Phyllis Nathanson, Associate Zoning Administrator
200 North Spring Street, Room 763

Los Angeles, CA 90012

CC: Council District 10, Hakeem Parke-Davis
RE: Case No. ZA-2024-7062-CUB, 2131 West Jefferson Blvd.
Via email: alexander.truong@]lacity.org

Dear Zoning Administrator and Planning Staff:

Thank you for considering this comment letter from UNNC, the United Neighborhoods of the
Historic Arlington Heights, West Adams and Jefferson Park Neighborhood Council. In February,
the UNNC Governing Board voted to SUPPORT the proposal; noting that UNNC’s support is
contingent upon the Zoning Administration grant and the actual operation match the project as
presented by the Applicant.

Unfortunately, the hearing notice makes clear that the proposal is substantively different than what
was presented to us and which formed the basis of the UNNC support, including a request for
much more intensive use, with hours that exceed what were presented to the UNNC Governing
Board. In addition, we have also been presented with complaints from adjacent neighbors.

The hearing notice for the Conditional Use Permit requests sale of beer & wine daily from 10 a.m.
to 2 a.m. in conjunction with live entertainment; the Applicant specifically told UNNC that it
would only be for “some” evenings, not a nightclub or event center, and the “entertainment” would
be poetry readings, acoustical music and similar.

UNNC’s Planning & Zoning Committee met with the Applicant twice, in late 2023 and early 2025,
subsequently recommending to our Governing Board that it support the proposal as presented.

The Applicant, Tariq Nasheed, owner of the Hidden History Museum, and his representative,
Ramon Baguio, then presented the proposal to the UNNC Governing Board on February 2, 2025.
At that time, the Applicant’s representative thought the Zoning Administration hearing would be
held within a short time, so UNNC did need to act that evening.
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Specifically, what was presented to UNNC, to both the P&Z Committee and to the Governing
Board, was:

e A project proposed at 2131 West Jefferson Boulevard, the Hidden History Museum,

e [t was described as an existing art gallery and museum space asking for a conditional use
permit for the sale, and dispensing of beer and wine for on-site consumption at an interior bar
with 16 seats,

e For limited evening use.

¢ An interior renovation, as was shown in the site plan.

e A concept to help promote the museum, not to create an event space or night club.

UNNC has a written transcript (from the Zoom recording) of the Governing Board meeting and we
are using that transcript to help recount the presentation.

The representative, Mr. Baguio, explained that the Hidden History Museum and gallery was a non-
profit organization that promotes African American history, with a particular focus on Los Angeles.
The owner hoped that having a beer and wine “place” would help promote the concept of the
museum and gallery.

According to the presentation, the interior is to be renovated to add the bar, but otherwise the space
would remain empty so that there can be exhibits and art works. Mr. Baguio said,

“When we say ‘entertainment,’ we re not talking about live bands — we are talking
about poetry readings, acoustic music...I want to make it clear we are not talking
about a night club. [The owner] wants to keep the essence of an art gallery as the
principal point, and the beer and wine is meant to enhance the museum.”

Owner/Applicant Tariq Nasheed then indicated that he was hoping that having the ability to sell
beer and wine would help financially support his museum/gallery operations, and would be limited
in days and hours. He stated:

“It's a museum during the day, and we have special events at night. The beer and wine
would be used for the special events that we would do at night. We won't be doing beer
and wine in the day. We're not going to be serving beer and wine all day, only when we
do events at the Museum, and those are always held at night. When we do special
events, usually it's between 6 and 11 p.m., so we're done. We're not going too deep into
the night. We're done usually before 12 midnight.”
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This presentation comports with the proposed written Finding that “the project will enhance” the
community:

The establishment is an existing art gallery which is already contributing to the cultural
enhancement of the community. The proposed bar and event hall will serve local artists, poets,
painters, writers and other related enthusiasts that will encourage them to express and share
more of their inner talents thereby giving more cultural impact to the community.

In response to this specific presentation, the UNNC Governing Board voted to SUPPORT the
proposal (13 in favor, no opposition). Again, UNNC’s support is contingent on the project
comporting with the presentation.

Unfortunately, there now appear to be several concerns.

First, the hearing notice indicates a much more intensive use, with hours that exceed what was
presented.

Second, the immediate residential neighbors (across the rear alley) have reported that numerous
events have already been taking place, with exterior uses and exterior and/or amplified music,
despite there not yet being an approval in place.

There have been several “comedy nights.” For example, there is a Holiday comedy night special
event, the “Hidden History Holiday Humorfest,” scheduled for December 20, 2025.

Third, it appears as if the Hidden History Museum is already serving (“dispensing”) alcohol at
some events.

Fourth, the Hidden History Museum and art gallery does not appear to be open very often to the
general public, and does not appear to be functioning as a “museum” or as an art gallery in the
common understanding of the term. Its reported hours are either Friday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. (Instagram) or those same hours Monday through Saturday (its website), but neighbors
report that they have not seen it open at all. UNNC has not verified either way. If it is not routinely
open during the day, then at this time it is NOT a use that is “enhancing foot traffic” (per the
proposed Findings) despite its description as an “existing” art gallery.

Fifth, community members have also recently told UNNC that they are concerned about the lack

of parking and the fact that the application does not address event parking, valet parking or similar.
UNNC did not address this issue.
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It appears that more transparency is needed for this project.

If indeed the Applicant/Owner only wishes to utilize the requested grant to dispense beer and wine
on a limited basis, with limited hours (as was described to UNNC and which we voted to support),
then perhaps the Zoning Administrator should consider only granting that, rather than allowing
events (and the sale of beer and wine) all day and evening long, seven days a week. Specifically,
since the Applicant indicated that the property’s primary purpose is as a museum operating during
common business hours, and special events are ONLY held at night, therefore, alcohol
service/sales should probably also be restricted to 6 p.m.-11 p.m. only, with no alcohol service
before 6 p.m.

Similarly, if the actual request is for indoor-only entertainment with acoustic music (commonly
understood as without electric amplification) and poetry readings or other presentations, then
outdoor and/or amplified music should also not be allowed. No DJs, no live bands/music. Any
zoning approval should not be construed as creating or permitting an event space, banquet hall,
nightclub, etc.

And perhaps the Zoning Administrator should evaluate the need for some sort of parking
management for events.

Noting that although in February the UNNC Governing Board did not address the possible
conditions and suggestions discussed above, adding conditions such as these seems the logical path

considering the subsequent community complaints.

Thank you for your consideration, and UNNC also urges the Zoning Administrator to consider the
testimony and letters written by neighbors and other community members.

Aawa MA?M\

Laura Meyers
UNNC President
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