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UNITED NEIGHBORHOODS 
OF THE HISTORIC ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, WEST ADAMS AND 
JEFFERSON PARK COMMUNITIES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

 

UNNC Governing Board Meeting 
 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2011 
Council District 10 Field Office 

1819 S. Western Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 

 
 

MINUTES 
(approved January 5, 2012) 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

President Stevie Stern opened the meeting at 6:43 p.m. A quorum was present. 
 
Members present: John Arnold, Gus Harris, Jr, Betty Phillips, Ruth Jones-Sawyer, Myrna Allen, Wesley 
Todd, William Hernandez, Jess Bravo, Billie Green, Ed Turner, Roy Amemiya, Laura Meyers, Betty 
Walton, Norman Gilmore, Stevie Stern, Chris Carlson. (16 total). 
 
Members absent: Steve Wallis, Jeff Camp, Fletcher Kauffman, Sanjiv Bhattacharya, Andrea Dunlop, 
Evangela Anderson. (6 total). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Wesley Todd moved to approve the agenda. 
Ed Turner seconded.  
Vote: Approved unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Donna Jones announced that the South Seas House will accept donations of unwrapped toys, especially 
for boys ages 9-13. 
 
Representatives from three other neighborhoods joined West Adams Avenues for their neighborhood 
outreach program at the last meeting. WAA continues to reach out to other block clubs. 
 
A neighborhood stakeholder expressed support for the proposed Pueblo Nuevo Middle School Charter. 
 
A representative of Mid-Wilshire Center (formerly LA Technology Center) 3720 Washington Blvd, listed 
the job training and personal skills classes available through the school. 
  

CD 10 UPDATE 

The city is addressing the trees that have been damaged by the recent high winds. 
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UNITED NEIGHBORHOODS 
OF THE HISTORIC ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, WEST ADAMS AND 
JEFFERSON PARK COMMUNITIES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

A. Funding Request – Door hangers for Jefferson Park HPOZ on “What it means to live in an HPOZ 
– J. Arnold for Jefferson Park United – ACTION 
 
John Arnold and Marina Moevs presented for Jefferson Park United. Jefferson Park was approved 
as a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone in July 2011. 
 
The HPOZ was approved with strong community support in part because of the extensive 
outreach that was done. Jefferson Park is the second largest HPOZ in the city, with over 2000 
structures within the boundaries. During the HPOZ adoption process, all properties received a 
very large door hanger about the HPOZ. This outreach effort was paid for by home tours 
organized by West Adams Heritage Association. 
 
Now that it has been adopted, it is important to let everyone know that about the HPOZ, where to 
get questions answered, and what resources are available. John and Marina have written a new 
door hanger, to be printed in English and Spanish. They have quotes for design, printing, and 
distribution of the door hangers. 
 
In addition, they propose to create 100 packets for distribution to new residents and real estate 
agents selling properties. The packets would bring new residents up to speed, and the door 
hangers would cover all existing residents.  
 
The city is providing the contents for the packets in the form of HPOZ pamphlets in English and 
Spanish and the Jefferson Park Preservation Plan. 
 
MOTION:.Laura Meyers moved to fund the above request for up to $1900.25 for the design, 
printing, and distribution of door hangers to all addresses in the Jefferson Park HPOZ, and the 
purchase of folders to contain the packets. 
 
William Hernandez seconded. 
Vote: Approved unanimously. 
 

B. Funding Request - Replacing damaged UNNC banners 
 
Jess Bravo, Chair of the Economic Development Committee, presented a request for repairing 
and replacing some of the UNNC street banners. 
 
We do have some banners that need to be replaced and updated. 
 
A business owner has offered to help pay $175 for the removal of one banner which is blocking a 
billboard rented by his business.  
 
AAA Flag and Banner charges a minimum fee of $350 for sending a truck out to do banner 
maintenance. 
 
MOTION: John Arnold moved to support the funding of $175 for the maintenance, replacement 
and repair of UNNC street banners, including removal of a specific banner partially obstructing a 
billboard rented by a local business owner. 
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Roy Amemiya seconded. 
Vote: 14 in favor, none opposed, 2 abstentions. 
 

C. Funding Request – (1) Funding a grant for the NC Community Garden Academy to help with 
creating a UNNC community garden by identifying and assisting in negotiations to acquire 
property; (2) The second part of this request is selecting a designated participant for the 
Community Garden Academy (8 sessions, every other Saturday, beginning in January) to 
represent UNNC -- this representative need not be a governing board member - ACTION. 
 
Stevie Stern presented a proposal for Community Garden training. The purpose would be to help 
organize and launch a community garden in UNNC. UNNC would be required to contribute 
$1000 toward the establishment of a community garden. 
 
MOTION:Norman Gilmore moved that UNNC designate Myrna Allen as our primary attendee 
and Gus Harris, Jr. and Jess Bravo as secondary attendees to the Community Garden Academy, 
and community member Patricia Sophos as a stakeholder attendee, and that UNNC designate up 
to $1000 for the acquisition and development of a community garden within UNNC boundaries, 
with the funds to be available through September 2012. 
Vote: 15 in favor, 1 opposed, no abstentions. 
 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

A. Historic Preservation/Planning & Zoning Committees 
 

1. 2765 West 15th Street and 2764 West 14th Street , Case Nos. CPC-2011-2468-CU-PUB 
and DIR-2011-2337-COA-CMP – Request for a Conditional Use Permit (Public Benefit) 
to allow a public charter school in a historic structure (Los Angeles Historic Cultural 
Monument No. 331 Pacific Bell Building), to allow parking in the residential zone, to 
permit the demolition of a residential structure within the HPOZ/residential zone, to 
allow encroachments into the setback areas, and to permit a joint community center – 
ACTION 
 
MOTION: Laura Meyers moved that UNNC support this project as presented to us; 
provided, however, that they make best efforts to avoid demolishing buildings and avoid 
placing parking on formerly residential lots. 
John Arnold seconded. 
 
Dan Ardell, presented for the developer Camano Nuevo and school Pueblo Nuevo. There 
are 120 kids Pre-K through highschool. He states that 80% of kids in the existing school 
are qualifying for college admission. This new project is to support grades 6-8, 270 kids 
in 9 classrooms. The Byzantine-Latino Quarter Non-Profit had invested in the space to 
create a community center, but has scaled back their plans. They asked to partner with 
this new school. This building was a garage for Pacific Bell in 1920. It has bow truss 
ceilings and skylights. The challenge is that there is no parking on the site, and the area is 
constricted for parking. They asked the local Bishop, but the diocese will only give a one 
year contract on parking. Saint Sofias, a member of the Byzantine-Latino Non-Profit, has 
not yet responded. The alternative uses for the building are limited, and it has been vacant 
for some time as a result. 
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This project has been reviewed and informed by the local HPOZ board, but no action has 
been taken. This project has also been before the UNNC Planning and Zoning 
Committee. They would like to remove the non-contributing portion of the contributing 
house on the lot, and they would like to eventually restore the contributing house. 
 
Marian Lopez, a mother of two children who attend Camino Neuvo Charter, and who 
lives two blocks from the proposed school, stated that she supports this project as 
proposed. Approximately 12 parents in the audience stood in support of this statement. 
 
The code for elementary school requires one parking space per classroom. As a cultural 
monument you have to only maintain existing parking. There is also bicycle parking 
planned. 
 
They do have an LA DOT approval letter. The traffic study assumed 300 students and 
they determined their wouldn’t be a significant impact. There will be a pick up/drop off 
on Ardmore. 
 
The new proposal still includes a community center space. The community center has to 
close by dusk, or 7:00 pm according to code. They guess that perhaps half of the students 
may participate in community center activities. 
 
The site is a block from Pico and a block from Normandie, so the site is close to transit. 
 
For special events Bishop Connaughey High School has agreed to provide parking. 
 
Vote: 11 in favor, 3 opposed, 2 abstentions. 
 

2. 2401-2425 West Jefferson Bl. and 3115 South 4th Avenue, Case No. CPC-2008-3464-
DB and HPOZ Case No. Unassigned – Revisions to previously approved Mixed Use 
Commercial and Affordable Housing Project located at Jefferson and 4th.  Design 
revisions to project located within the boundaries of Jefferson Park HPOZ.  The Planning 
Commission has previously approved a density bonus to allow a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
of 2.16 and a waiver to allow a 49-foot-high building (in lieu of 25 feet for any portion 
located up to 49 feet from the R-1 zone, and 33 feet for any portion location 50-99 feet of 
adjacent R-1 properties).  The development and design team has changed, and will 
present updated proposed plans.  This project will require an HPOZ compliance approval. 
– ACTION 
 
MOTION: Laura Meyers moved that UNNC support the above project, provided that the 
project substantially conforms with the colors, materials, and configuration as presented 
to UNNC on November 30, 2011 and December 1, 2011. 
John Arnold seconded. 
 
Rick Aiken, Architect, presented about 14 slides including color renderings of the 
building, plans, perspective views of the site in the context of the neighborhood, street 
elevations, and landscape details. The slides also included a 12 point discussion of how 
the building design addresses the commercial street guidelines of the Jefferson Park 
Preservation Plan. 
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Armen Ross, Land-Use Consultant, and Jennifer Samson, Project Manager with Thomas 
Safran and Associates also answered audience questions. 
 
A 2 page Q&A Handout about the building was also presented. 
 
See attachments for rendering of proposed project. 
 
Vote: 15 in favor, none opposed, 1 abstention. 
 

3. Proposed Little League, new softball fields and after-hours/weekend use at Johnny 
Cochran Middle School, 4066 W. 17th Street (at Bronson in Arlington Heights 
neighborhood) and Arlington Heights Elementary School – DISCUSSION and ACTION 
 
UNNC previously voted not to support a children’s sports league at this site due to 
neighborhood impact. There are other, newer sites along the boulevard that have 
contemplated this type of use in their design, and that are not in the middle of an R-1 
residential neighborhood. 
 
This sports league is asking the school to astro-turf the playground. This surface usually 
lasts about 10 years. They also asked for a 30 year contract with two 10 year renewal 
periods, so this is effectively a 50 year contract. 
 
Myrna Allen could find no contract past 5 years on the LAUSD web site for LAUSD 
sports-league partnerships. She also pointed out that there is no non-residential street 
access to the site. 
 
Myrna reported that this site would receive extensive traffic, lights and amplification 
impacts on the community. 
 
Stevie Stern reported that one sports league representative, Franklin Ferguson, was 
dismissive of community concerns when she spoke to him. 
 
MOTION: Laura Meyers moved that UNNC write a letter to appropriate LAUSD 
officials including Marguerite LaMotte, John Deasy, the LAUSD Facilities Chief, and the 
Chair of the School Board, that UNNC strongly opposes the lack of appropriate process 
for this project, and furthermore the letter will recommend a process for community 
input; and such letter shall be approved by the UNNC Executive Committee. 
Jess Bravo seconded. 
Vote: 15 in favor, 1 opposed, no abstentions. 
 
Laura Meyers departed. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Wesley Todd presented the Treasurer’s report, including the US Bank Statement dated 11-21-2011. 
 
MOTION: Billie Green moved to approve the US Bank statement. 
Betty Walton seconded. 



 
 
 
 

    

 
Our V oice  Our V oice  Our V oice  Our V oice  •        O ur C ity  O ur C ity  O ur C ity  O ur C ity  •        of N eighbors  of N eighbors  of N eighbors  of N eighbors  •        by N eighbors  by N eighbors  by N eighbors  by N eighbors  •        for N eighborsfor N eighborsfor N eighborsfor N eighbors     

 
 

Page 6 of 7  

UNITED NEIGHBORHOODS 
OF THE HISTORIC ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, WEST ADAMS AND 
JEFFERSON PARK COMMUNITIES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

Vote: Approved unanimously. 

MINUTES 

Norman Gilmore presented the November 3, 2011 Governing Board Minutes for approval. 
 
MOTION: Jess Bravo moved to approve the minutes with the following corrections: Betty Walton was 
absent, John Arnold was present, and the October Governing Board minutes were approved. 
Ed Turner seconded. 
Vote: 15 in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. 

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE 

A. Election Alternatives for future NC elections – DISCUSSION 
We must vote on UNNCs recommendation for the NC Election Alternatives survey by January 6, 
2012. 
 

B. UNNC January Board Retreat 
The UNNC Board retreat is January 7, 9:00 to 12:45. It will be at the Wilfandel House. It is open 
to the public. 
 

C. Community projects 
24th Street Elementary School has a public opening of its new cafeteria tomorrow at 1:15. 
 
UNNC has been invited to the Carson-Gore Elementary School Holiday event on December 16th.  
 

D. Continuing and Old Business 
 
Stevie Stern reminded board members to always be very clear whether you are expressing your 
own opinions or the official position of UNNC when you are out in the community. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Corinne Pledger, a WAHA board member and someone who has helped UNNC often with our 
accounting, has passed away unexpectedly. 
 
Chris Carlson announced that this Saturday, December 3rd, that Johnny Cochran Middle School will be 
hosting a city-wide Magnet workshop where parents can learn about magnet programs city wide and how 
to apply online. 
 
Billie Green announced that Herb Wesson was elected president of the LA City Council. 
 
December 17th is Winter Wonderland at CD10. 
 
Western Heights received their permit for all their gate and traffic and bumper mitigations. Ground was 
broken today. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Norman Gilmore 
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UNNC Secretary  
December 1, 2011 
Attachments:  
4th and Jefferson Renderings 
Pueblo Neuevo Renderings 
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